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GENTLEMEN, 


IME power and juriſdiction of the conſtable 
of England, who had cognizance of all 
duels, feats of chivalry, and points of honour, 
hath long ſince run into deſuetude, if I am 
rightly informed. Yet no Engliſhman of birth 
rank, or fortune, can have the leaſt reaſon to, 
regret the dormancy and inertion of that Court- 
Militaire, fince every adjuſtment of doubtful ' 
caſes, every reparation of honour, and every 
ſpecies of juſtice that could be expected from 
FL S that 
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- - that tribunal, is amply and happily ſupplied 


by you, Gentlemen, whenever you are ap- 
plied to, either as friendly mediators, or as 
candid arbitrators. Though you have neither 
the oftentations parade, nor the technical jar- 
gon, nor yet the high ſounding name of a 
court of law, yet your decifions have always 
given the higheſt ſatisfaction to your ſuitors, 
becauſe they always have been grounded on 
the obſervance of the ſtricteſt impartiality, and 
governed by the niceſt rules of honour, 


. Aſſured of a fair and equitable adjudication 


BW ur hands, whether it be in my favor or 


ndt, I find myſelf emboldened to lay before you 
Gentlemen, a caſe in which I am one of the 
principal actors. Nor ſhould J have thus pre- 
ſumed to have obtruded my private concerns 
upon your notice and attention, did they not 
in a great degree affect every member of your 
honourable ſociety as well as myſelf. 


The caſe hath already made much noiſe in 
the polite world, but the real facts have been 
either induſtriouſly miſrepreſented, or care- 
fully concealed, And as you have hitherto 

| heard 
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heard nothing but fal ſhood, I cannot but flatter 
myſelf, you will now be pleaſed to hear the 
truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the 
e ri SD. 


Mr. Walker, whom you all know by the 
ſoi- diſant ſoubriguet, or nick- name of * DAI- 
* SEY Walker” ſtood indebted to me to the 
a mount of £.3000,and upwards. His eredi- 
tors were numerous, but they were moſt of 
them men of Fortune. On a ſudden, this 
ſhort-liyed comet of the turf diſappeared. 
After ſome months abſence from Town, he 
returned to England in order, as he ſaid, to 
make, or rather patch up his affairs. Among 
his other creditors, he applied to me. 


His tale was pitiful, it was wondrous pitiful, 
In ſhort, the ſum total of it was, that this man, 
who in the tranfient moment of his full-blown 
proſperity, had always comported himſelf with 
an oyer- bearing haughtineſs and inſolent carriage 
to ſuch gentlemen as had experienced the 
misfortune of being his debtors, was now as 
he ſaid a ruined man himſelf, and in his turn 
felt, or affected to feel the indignity is well 
as the humiliation of adverſe fortune. 
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To tell me he was a ruined man, was giving 
me no other intelligence than what had already 
been bruited at Newmarket, upon the Royal 
Exchange, and in ſhort at every public place 
of reſort throughout the whole Kingdom. But 
it required a greater ſhare of credulity than has 
fallen to my lot to give the leaſt credit either 
to common report or to his own word. By 
my various connections in money- matters and 


with monied men, I had very cogent reaſons 


to ſuſpe&, that Mr. Walker's ruin, of which 


| he was himſelf now become the trumpeter, 
was premature, if not altogether falſe. That 


I was not miſtaken in the opinion I had formed 
of the real and true tate of his finances, the 
ſequel of this narrative will give a proof little 
ſhort, I think, of mathematical. demanſtra- 


tion, 


Thus, Gentlemen, though prepoſſeſſed, and 


as you ſee, not in Mr. Walker's favor, I heard 
his propoſals with all poſſible attention and po- 


liteneſs. I muſt do him the juſtice to ſay in 
his behalf, that he over and over again ac- 
knowledged the demand I had upon him was 


2 1 DEMAND, and SUCH a debt as he held 


himſelf 
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himſelf bounden by every principle of honour 
and equity to diſcharge to the utmoſt farthing ; 


aſſuring me that nothing gave him any real pain 


or the leaſt concern, but that he was in a ſtate of 


abſolute inſolvency, and not able to pay it, 
as it became a gentleman to do. He therefore 


requeſted, begged, and entreated, that I would 
accept of ſuch compoſition, as his other credi- 


tors had already agreed to accept, ſince upon | 


his kouonr it was ALL he had in his power to 
offer, | X | \ 


This compoſition amounted. to a trifle more 
than three /aillings in the pound. I gave Mr. 
Walker for anſwer, that in all caſes of BAxk - 
RUPTCY/ and INSOLVENCY it was both uſual 
and equitable for the debtor to lay before his 
creditors a TRUE STATE of his affairs, adding, 
that if he had already taken--this preliminary 
and neceſſary ſtep, I thould then not have any 
the leaft objection to come into any accomoda- 


tion that his finances would bond fide-admit of, 
even though it were much lower than the com- 


poſition now offered. My intentions, I ſaid, 
never were to diſtreſs any © man of honour,” and 
if Mr. Walker acted upon that principle, the 

: matter 
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matter in agitation between us, might eaſily 
and very amicably be adjuſted in a very few 
minutes to our mutual ſatisfaction. During 
the ſhort time it took me up in mentioning 
chat dreadful phraſe “ a man of honour,” ſted- 
faſtly rivited my eyes upon his, as if through 


that aperture I meant to penetrate into his in- 
moſt ſoul, and ſee what was lurking there. 


The language of the eye is intuitively ex- 
preſſive: it is the only univerſal language of 
mankind. Mr. Walker was not at a loſs to 
comprehend my meaning. For his anſwer to 


me, was, that he meant to act upon the ſtricteſt 


principles of nowovs ; that as for laying a 


true ſtate and valuation of his effects before 


his creditors, he was precluded from either 
doing them or himſelf that juſtice at preſent, 


as his title-deeds were in the hands of his at- 


tornies and lawyers: but that I might be affured 
and depend upon it, the compoſition he now 
offered, was the very-utmoſt ſatisfaction his 


embarraſſed and complicatedly- involved cir- 


cumſtances would allow him to make, and that 
if I would not come into the general propoſal, 
he had only this alternative left, either to be the 

- ſuicide 
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ſuicide of his own miſerable life here at home, 
or to ſeek the acquiſition of a new fortune on 
the inhoſpitable coaſt of Coromandel, or with- 
in the peaceable walls of Calcutta. 


Gentlemen, on this aſſurance and repreſen- 


tation of things, from Mr. Walker's own 
L11Ps, I was induced to believe him © A MAN 
OF HONOUR,” and that the various reports I 
had heard of his ſtill being in very affluent cir- 
cumſtances, were nothing but the common ru- 


mour of the day, and had more of invention 


than of veracity for their foundation. Accord- 
ingly, I ſubſcribed to his terms of accommoda- 


tion. And I did fo, the more readily, becauſe 


I juſt that moment recalled to my mind, that 
excellent law of the TWELVE TABLES, in 


which it is enacted, © that every man ſhall 


“make good what he promiſes or aſſures BY 
* WORD OF MOUTH, under the penalty of 
double damages for denying it.” True, 
indeed, it is, this conſcientious law is of Ro- 
man inſtitution, But, let it be remembered 
too, that it was inſtituted when Rome was 
Roux, or in other words, when a Roman did 
not dare to hazard the moſt artfully-covered 

5 fraud, 
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in a third place, another match for five thou- 
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fraud, or a treachery, even though he knew it 
impoffible ever to be diſcovered. Beſides, 
Gentlemen, I am now addreſſing myſelf to you, 
& as a Council of Honour, with whom I am 
ſure this Roman inſtitution will have the ſame 


weight, as if it had originated i in GreatsBritain, 


becauſe it is founded not upon the local, but 


upon the vniverſat principles of honour, con- 


ſcience, and good-faith.” 


Having thus laid before your moſt honour- 


able ſociety the grounds on which I conſented 


to Mr. Walker's propoſal, I muſt- crave your 
indulgence to hear a few remarks upon his 


W condutt. 


wo 322 had I anwand him the written ac- 
Eknowledgment of his debt, when this ruined, 


this inſolvent, this bankrupt gentleman was 


publicly ſeen to launch out afreſh upon the 


faithleſs ocean of deep-play, and upon a much 
broader bottom than he had ever done before. 
Here, according to the informations I had re- 


ceived, he had a match for a thouſand guineas. 


There, he had a match for two thouſand. And 


ſand 
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ſand guineas, and all of them out - ſtanding, at 
one and the ſame period of time. 


In this zenith of his ſecond courſe of diſſipa- 
tion, I met him at Aſcot races. I reminded 
him, he had given me is zword of honour” 
when JI entered into an accommodation with 
him, that he was then an irrecoverably ruined 
man, and that I ſhould upon no other conſider- 
ation whatſoever have departed from one fin "gle 
ſhilling of my juſt demand. „ 


His anſwer was, ts he did not pretend to 
deny the juſtice or validity of my debt (for 
how could he have AVERRED againft his own 
band - writing?) but his excuſe or apology for 
non-payment was couched in theſe very 
words: * Sir, I ſtill aſſure you, and I repeat 
again “upon my honour, * that I am a 
* ruined man to all intents and purpoſes, and 
that I am now making one deſperate puſh, 
neck or nothing, to' retrieve, if poſſible, the 
© many thouſands I have loſt before.“ 


After ſuch an ecclairciſſement from Mr. 
Walker's ow lips, hat courſe could I, with any 
CG _— 
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degree of prudence, take with him? If he 
ſpoke the truth, gentlemen, would it not have 
been unpardonably diſhonourable in me, had I 


remained filent, whilſt I ſaw him lay his betts 


by hundreds, -and-five hundreds, and that too 
with my particular friends, and intimate ac- 
quaintanee ? If on the contrary, he told me a 
'LYE, was it not a proper time, when he was 


actually, or ſeemingly fluſh and profuſe of caſh, 


to demand a total liquidation, or at leaſt a far- 
ther partial diſcharge of that debt, which in 
honour he ſtill owed me? | 

82 F. 8 8 19914 267 . 


In dilemmas of this nature; there is ſome- 
thing within us, I know not by what de- 
nomination to call it, that generally direct 


us to take the better part. Socrates, I think, 


has called this unkown impulſe of nature, 
by the name of his * Good” Genius. And 
if the wiſeſt man of all antiquity frequently 
and implicitly acted under the guidance and 


firſt impreſſion of this inviſible and oracular 
gagtent, I ſee no reaſon why I ſhould be aſhamed 


to have copied ſo illuſtrious an example. I am 


ſure, with regard to my own worldly affairs, I 
have always found this Socratic tenet of truſting 


one's 
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one's Good Genius preferable to any after- | 
thought whatever. Thus inſtructed by my in- 


ternal monitor, I called Mr. Walker very ſe- 
riouſſy to account. I told him that he was 
acting the part of a very diſhoneſt man, and pe- 
remptorily inſiſted, that if he had not money 
to anſwer the betts he now laid, he ſhould ab- 
ſolutely and inſtantly make a public declara- 


tion of his inſolvency; or that if he was in 


caſh, and able to pay in caſe he loſt, them, the 
heavy debt he in honour ſtill owed me, Ply 


priority of payment. 


Mr. Walker, elated and grown haughty, the 
natural gonſequenee of an empty head and a 
full purſe, held himſelf above all reproof, ad- 
vice, or correction. By an inſolent ſupercilious 
ſneer, he gave me to underſtand, that I might 
look for my money where J could find it. 
Such a breach of delicacy and good manners, 
and that too from a man who but a few mo- 


ments before had acknowledged himſelf ſtill 


indebted to me to the amount of TWO 
THOUSAND FIVE HUN DRED POUNDS 
Sterling, required more ſtoiciſm than I own I 
am maſter of, to ſuffer it to paſs unnoticed, -or 
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unteproved. Accordingly I told him, I was 
not accuſtomed to ſuck unwarrantable treat- 
ment, and if he offered me the like affront, I 
ſhould be tempted to cane him within an inch 
of his life. And J would moſt affuredly do it 


now, if he would promiſe not to ſhelter him- 
elf pitifully under the wing of the law. His 


reply was, that he would take no ſuch advan- 
tage, nor take any ſuch pitiful ſhelter, as T was 


Pleaſed to call it, adding, that I might put my 


threats into execution, as ſoon as I thought fit, 
ſince he was fully prepared for the worſt that 
could befall bim. | 


I 


1 wh; 10 I ana: mytelf juſtified, in 


"raking this home reply for an abſolute deſi - 


ance 3 ſo, without any more to do, I gave him 
a ſwinging ſtroke with my” cane, Jos a-croſs 
his crane | 


_ You cape, Gentlewen, I ſhould here ive 


you a lamentable detail of ſome deſperate, 
bloody ren- contre that muſt immediately have 


enſued upon my publicly caning Mr. Walker. 
Gentlemen, no ſuch thing happened, no blow 
was returned. On the contrary, my doughty 


antagoniſt | in buckram very pacifically put up 
\ 85 with 


— „  — bs. | " 


diſtance being agreed on, I received my 3 


THE JOCKEY CLUB. 13 


with the affront, courageouſly clapped ſpurs 
to his horſe, gallopped off the courſe full ſpeed, 
ventre 4 terre, to London, and left me on the 
plains of Aſcot the triumphant victor of the day. 


In about a week's time, I went to town my- 
ſelf,” On my arrival, Captain Gwynn, who 


had taken upon him the friendly office of being 
Mr. Walker's ſecond, paid me a viſit at my 
houſe in Portman-ſquare. He was charged 


with a meſſage, which he delivered to me with 
all thoſe expreſſions of concern which are 
uſual on ſuch occaſions. He chen deſired I 
would alfo appoint my SECOND and fix upon 
ſome time and place for our next meeting. 


Engagements of this kind, the ſooner they 
are diſpatched, the better it is on many ac- 
counts. I therefore propoſed to loſe no time, 
and fixed upon that ſame . for finiſhing 
the buſineſs. 


All parties were punctual to time and place. 
Before we met, I had informed my SECOND 


that I would give Mr. Walker all the fair 72 


imaginable, and that he ſhould fire fit. 


niſt's 
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niſt's firſt ſnot, unhit, and conſequently unhurt. 
By the law of arms, I was intitled immediately 
to fire at Mr. Walker. But inſtead of return- 
ing his ſhort, I told him, I thought it was now 
a proper time to aſk his pardon for the blow 1 
had given him at Aſcot races. I acknowledged 
I was much, very much to blame. That no 
perſon could cenſure me more, than I cenſured 
myſelf for it. That! would make any other con- 
ceſſion in my power. That I allowed, no gen- 
tleman is juſtifiable in ſtriking another, be the 
provocation ever ſo great. But I had thought 
myſelf very ill-uſed ; that my paſſion had gotten 
the better of my reaſon, and in that momen- 
tary paroxyſm of irrationality, I had acted diſ- 
reſpectfully, inconfiderately, unwarrantably. 
That I was aſhamed and ſorry for the raſh of- 
fence I had committed, and if that was not re- 
Paration ſufficient, I again aſked his pardon, 
and hoped that would ſatisfy him; Mr. Walker 
anſwered——he was thoroughly ſatisfied. 


It is proper, Gentlemen, I ſhould inform you, 
that Mr. Walker's SECOND here interpoſed, 
and aſked me, if I would give him leave to men- 
tion in public the conceſſions I thus made, 


My 
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My anſwer, was,——yes, Sir, by all means, 
and I requeſt it as a particular favor that you 
will. For I ſhall be happy to have the whole 
world know, if in an unguarded moment I have 
done an injury, I am proud, in the calmer hour 
of reflection, to make every conceſſion and fatis- 
faction that a gentleman can or ought to do. 


The bufineſs of the blow was thus amicably 
ſettled, and finally adjuſted. But I had ſtill the 
old crow to pluck over again with Mr. Walker; 
and as I had given him entire ſatisfaction for 
the blow, it was but common juſtice, that he 
in return ſhould give me ſome ſort of ſatisfaction 
for the money he was ſtill indebted, and ſuper- 
abundantly enabled to pay me. I accordingly 
preſſed the payment with earneſtneſs, and firm- 
neſs, but with great coolneſs of temper. Mr. 
Walker had not ſo much as a ſingle word to ſay 
in his own defence. 


There is certainly a ſort of wiſdom in filence, 
uhen every word that might have been uttered 
would only have made BAD WoRSE. Although 
Mr. Walker availed himſelf of this ſpecies « 
wiſdom, his SECOND was not altogether fo 
| Pu- 
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prudent. For Captain Gwynn not knowing the 
real grounds on which I had agreed to compro- 
miſe the debt, took upon him to tell me, he 
thought Mr. Walker did not owe me a ſhilling, 


This declaration ſeemed to me, not only ill- 
timed and unpolite, but rather officious. I 


therefore defired he would explain himſelf, 
which he did, by aſſuring me, he had all along 


been given to underſtand, that I had abſolute- 


1y, fully, and unconditionally, accepted of a 


certain ſum, in lieu, and full e of my 


n demand. 


| You ſee, Gentlemen, it now became indi- 
ſpenfibly neceflary for me to undeceive Cap- 
tain Gwynn, I accordingly told him I never 
ſhould have thought of, nor ever would have 
ſubſeribed any compoſition at all, had not Mr. 
Walker repeatedly aſſured me po his word 
of honour, that he was a ruined man in the moſt 
extenſive ſenſe of that phraſe, and that he was 
utterly unable to make any better compoſition. 
It was on theſe terms, and on theſe only, that 
2 liſtened to an accommodation, I ſaid, with 
r. Walker. But having been ſince fully 
tinged, that what he equivocatingly aſ- 

ſerted 
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ſerted to me on his zword of honour is an abſolute 
notorious falſhood, and nothing but a pitiful, 
dirty contrivance to circumvent and defraud 
me as well as his other creditors, 1 inſiſted he 
ſhould either pay me my demand, or that he 
ſhould give me that ſatisfaction which one gen- 
tleman uſually gives another, in caſes of a ſimi- 
lar nature. 1 


But to ſhew Mr. Walker that I did not 
make this demand out of any malice, or ill- 
blood, and that I was actuated by principles 
of quite a different complexion, I offered even 
now, in the preſence of his friend and SECOND, 
Captain Gwynn, to give a full and irreverſa- 

ble releaſe of all debts and demands of what 
nature ſoever, from the beginning of our ac- 
quaintance to the preſent moment, on condi- 
tion, he in his turn, would give me a clear and 
undeniable, proof that his finances were not, at 

that very moment, in a much better ſituation 
than ever they had been, during any part of 
his life. | 


This propofition appeared ſo juſt and equi: 
tile: in itſelf, and argued, I flattered £ v 
D * ſuch 


=. rn ro 

| ſuch a fignal proof of my candour, generofity, 

and diſintereſtedneſs, that I thought there could 
not have been found a ſingle gentleman in the 


whole kingdom, who could have ſtarted any 
the moſt diſtant objection againſt it. | 
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l I was, 1 ſomewhat miſtaken. For 
| Captain Gywnn, tho? he could not but highly 
- .. approve of the moral rectitude and fairneſs of 
the propoſal, yet he obſerved, and rather Jeſuiti 
cally, in my opini6n; That although Mit Walker 
' moſt indiſputably was now in very affluent cir- 


A ' cutnſtances, yet he might have been quite the 

Xe errerſe at the time he offered to compound the 

"1H debt, and that his preſent enviable ſituation 

| might have been the reſult of a lucky run of for- 
tune. : 


M after was, that. 0 Mr. Walkers 
| 25 opulence aroſe from a favorable run of 
good: luck, or whether from any other cauſe, 
ll! he'was Kill. equally. beunden; ag a 'gentleman, 
| = and man of honour, to pay his debts of honour, 
18 whenever fortune, or any other event had put 
Fs in his pow er. But as all men are fallible, and 

no one is deemed a proper judge in his own 
1 | LET 8 affairs 
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affairs of intereſt, I would not pretend Mr. 


Walker ſhould be tied down by any deciſion 
I ſhould make; I would therefore propoſe to 


leave the matter in diſpute between us to the 
arbitration of his SECOND and mine, and if 
they differed in opinion, then to the umpirag® 


and appoint, 


It is incumbent on me to do Mr. Walker 


the juſlice to ſay that he moſt cordially aſſented 


and agreed to this propoſal. But ſcarcely had 
he expreſſed his ' conſent to this amicable ad- 
juſtment of the affair, when Captain Gwynn 
inſtantly bawled out that he did not come there 


to be a referee, but only to be a ſecond in the 


fighting way, as he termed it, and added he was 
very certain Mr. Walker neither meant nor 
ſhould leave the affair in queſtion to the de- 


termination of any perſon or perſons what- 
ſoever. 


On this abrupt, and in my opinion an over 
officious and unwarrantable declaration, I ad- 
dreſſed Mr. Walker myſelf. I told him, it was 
the fartheſt from my. intention or meaning to 

D 2 take 


of any third gentleman they ſhould nominate 
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take any undue advantage of the aſſent he had 
already given; if he found any reaſon for 
altering his mind, he was at full liberty now to 
do it; but if he ſtill continued in the ſame way 
of thinking, I then, for fear of any miſtake or 
miſunderſtanding, requeſted he would repeat his 
aſſent, and as nearly as he could in his former 
words, | | 


Mr. Walker replied, having now no will of 
his own, he ſhould be governed entirely as Cap. 


tain Gwynn ſhould direct or deſire him. 


Thus perceiving there was no poſſibility of 


terminating the affair amicably, I told Mr. 
Walker I was extremely ſorry, that he would 


conſtrain me againſt my inclination to do my- 
ſelf juſtice by an appeal to arms, that however 
he was anſwerable for the fatal conſequences, 


if any ſuch ſhould happen, adding, that I had 


done every thing in my power to prevent blood- 
ſhed, and before I could even now prevail upon 
myſelf to fire, I once more requeſted he would 
re-confider the affair, 


This. 
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This friendly and well-timed advice of mine, 
L really believe would have had a very happy 
effect, had not Captain Gwynn immediately 
hallowed out, Mr. Walker ſhall hear of no 
re-confiderations, he ſhall come into no other. 


terms, and that he was ready to receive my 


fire, whenever I ſhould think proper to giv 
| 1 OE | 


You ſee, gentlemen, there was now no longer 
any room for negociation, all parleying was at 
an end, and the ultima ratio was the only reaſon 
that could now obtain an audience, I there- 
fore took my aim. My intention was to have 
diſabled Mr. Walker in the right ſhoulder, and 
at the ſame time not to give him a mortal 
wound. I fired——and hit him to a hair. 


His ſecond piſtol, which was ready charged, 


primed, and cocked, inſtantly dropped out of 
his hand, and I was apprehenfive I had mor- 
tally wounded him. I ran up to him with 


great concern, I ſaw his right arm was very 


much ſwollen, His particular good friend Mr, 
T——ns, the ſurgeon, was in the field along 
with us. His aſſiſtance was immediately called 
in. On perceiving Mr. Walker turn pale, 

and 
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and his arm much inflated, that ſkilful ſurgeon 
very judiciouſly and humanely apprized him 
of the immediate neceffity of examining his 
arm, by giving him to underſtand, that the leaſt 
delay in gun-ſhot wounds is very often at- 
tended with the moſt dangerous conſequences : 
and therefore earneſtly preſſed him not to loſe 
a moment in pulling off his clothes. 


Inſtead of liſtening to the advice of his very 
good friend, Mr, T——ns, what do you think, 
Gentlemen, was his reaſon. for not ſtripping 
off his clothes? to be ſure, he had coat upon 
coat, but what ſignefies that, when a man's life is 
in imminent danger. The firſt coat is as eaſily 
pulled off as the ſecond, and ſo on, ad infinitum. 
But this valiant man, who could encounter a 
/urwver of piſtol-ſhot, had an inſurmountable 
objection to ſtripping in the open air, becauſe 
truely © it rained—and he ſhould be wet.” —I 
readily acknowledge there was a little mizzling 
rain, but it was really ſo trifling that it did not 
even prevent either of our piſtols from firing. 


So uncommon a reluctance againſt unſtrip- 
ping, immediately ſuggeſted to me, that Mr. 
Walker 
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Walker had been guilty of ſome foul play or 


other; I was determined to be convinced by 
ocular demonſtration. Accordingly the ſurgeon 


and I, both of us, carefully. examined that part 
of his ſurlout feeve, where the ball was ſuppo- 
| ſed to havè entered. Om eur Riceſt inſpection, 
ſo far from finding any hole, we could not per- 
ceive the ball had even grazed a ſingle hair, or 


that a ſingle atom had been linged, 0 or in the 
leaſt diſplaced. 

My ſuggeſtions were now confirmed into ab- 
ſolute conviction. And altho* Daiſey Walker 


might have received a flight contuſion, in his 
arm, yet I infiſted he was ſtill in a capacity to 


continue the engagement : in ſhort, I inſiſted 
he ſhould not leave the buſineſs unfiniſhed, 
Poor Daiſey had no ſuch Intention, it was the 


very fartheſt from his thoughts; and inſtead 
of firing a ſecond piſtol, exerted all his rheto- 


rical abilities to perſuade me his arm was ſo 
benumbed, that it was impoſſible for him to 
lift it up to his head, | 


For God - ſake, then ſaid I, my dear fir, why 


will you not have it inſtantly examined, and pro- 


per 
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per care immediately taken of it? no- he would 


not Rs rained-and he ſhould he wet. 


at 1obrogk any cage childiſh and 
effeminate an anſwer, I told him, it was falſe, 
it was nothing but a ſham, and a daſtardly 
| eontrivance to get himſelf off in a whole-ſkin ; 
that he dared not unſtrip, for I was ſure he was 
PAPERED from head to foot; and he might 
go about his buſineſs like a PAPERED scouvx- 
DREL as he was, for the preſent; but the very 
firſt moment I ſhould hear of his ferrible bruiſe 
being thoroughly cured, I ſhould abſolutely in- 
fiſt upon his cloſing his account, fo that I 
ſhould have the ſatisfaction of making him 
cloſe at leaſt one account with me, if I could not 
make him do the . of 


Objects of the greateſt magnitude, appear 
very diminutive, when placed at a very great 
diſtance. It is the ſame thing with danger. If 
you ſpeak of it as an event, which muſt un- 
avoidably happen in a month or two, it gives 
no preſent alarm; it creates no preſent fear. 
This was juſt the caſe with my Daiſey of a hero: 

the mentioning of a demilte at a future day, ex- 
| cited 
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cited in him not the leaſt idea of horror, though 
if I had but barely clapped my hand upon my 
ſword, it would inſtantly have made him 
ſhudder- and tremble like an aſpin leaf. 


It is perhaps a ſingular happineſs in the com- 
poſition of a coward, that he neither feels paſt or 
future pain; and that he has no more apprehenſi- 
on or ſenſation of fear that is actually over, than 
of fear that is inevitably to enſue. It is on this 
hypotheſis alone, that I can account for the 
anſwer this ſhadow of a man found himſelf em- 
boldened to give me, which was © that I ſhould 
certainly hear from him, the moment he was 
recovered.” | 


Though I no more expected to hear from 
this truely contemptible wretch, than I did 
from his pacific holineſs the pope of Rome, 
yet I thought it would be decent to wait a week 
or a fortnight, before I ſhould jogg his tardy 
memory ; but in the interim having under- 
ſtood that my butterfly was now flying abroad 


every day in his phaeton as uſual, I deſired my 


ſecond, Captain B 


y, to wait upon him in 


due form. The Captain moſt kindly under- 
took this friendly commiſſion, and accordingly - 
E went 
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went to W alker's houſe—but—the Daiſey was 
not at home — a ſecond viſit was paid —but the 
Daiſey was not within —a third viſit ſucceeded 
but the Daiſey—was how not viſible— 
At laſt, Captain B——y watched a fit oppor- 
tunity, caught my inviſible, nullibi quarian 
gentleman going into his own houſe, and 
very fortunately would not then be denied ad- 
mittance. 


Captain B very politely delivered my 
firſt meſſage, which was to acquaint Walker, 
that I was much concerned he Mould force me 
to a final determination which could not but 
be very diſagreeable to him: that not only my 
property which he had .defrauded rhe of, but 
my honour too was now at ſtake, and that as 
he had been allowed ſufficient time to revolve 
the whole matter in his own mind, I would now, 
though he merited no ſuch attention, leave the 
deciſion either to the Jockey Club, or even to 
any one gentleman of character he ſhould no- 
minate 1 appoint. 


His anſwer was, he had already fignalifed 
himſelf in this affair as a man.of courage, that 
no 
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no one could impute to him the moſt diftant 
ſuſpicion of cowardice, and that he ſhould give 
himſelf no farther concern about the matter, 
let the world ſay or think whatſoever they 


pleaſed about it, adding, pour faire bonne bouche 
he would upon no conſideratien whatſoever 


ſubmit the deciſion either to the Jockey Club, 
or any other perſon i in * 


Can there be, ee clearer ſelf - con- 
demnation than this? or is there, in the whole 
range of ethics, a pofition ſo univerſally aſ- 
ſented to, as that excellent dictum of Publius 
Syrus. | 

Fatetur Facinus is, qui JUDICIUM FUGIT. | 
I need not obſerve to gentlemen of your en- 
larged knowledge, and deep eruditian, that this 
golden verſe hath ſtood the teſt and received 
the ſanction and approbation of ſeventeen hun- 
dred years, and that as an inconteſtable proof 
of its extenſive and intrinſic merit hath been 
adopted into our own courts of equity, where it 
ſtands with undiminiſhed luſtre upon an ada- 
mantine, irrefragable, indiſtructable baſis. 


E 2 Captain 
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Captain B——y, on this anſwer, thought 

it high time to deliver my ſecond meſſage, 

which was to tell Walker, that Mr. Fitz-Gerald 


entertained quite a different opinion of his 


proweſs, and that he looked upon him as a cheat, 


Wa raſcal, and poltron, and that he never would 
* have muſtered up reſolution enough to have 


received Mr. Fitz-Gerald's firſt fire, had he not 
been impenetrably and 25 eat þ Lk 


| from thoulder” to toe. 


| Theſe 1 words, ſo impoſſible for 


any man of honour to have ſwallowed, were 


gulped down by this rank coward without even 
one wry face: in ſhort they made not the leaſt 
impreffion either upon his head or his heart, 
and thus conſtrained Captain B to deli- 


ver my third and laſt meſſage, which was to 


acquaint him, that if he ſuffered himſelf to be 
called a cheat and a poltron, Mr. Fitz- Gerald 
would cane him, the firſt public place he met 
him in, the King's Palace, places of worſhip, 
and courts of judicature excepted. Captain 
B——y then obſerved to him, that I ſhould 
now be juſtified in caning him, though I was 
not before. For he would now deſervedly be 

caned 
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caned, not as a gentleman, for he had forfeited 
that character, but he would be caned as a 
cheat, a raſcal, and a poltron, and that every 
man of honour would be obliged and indebted 
to Mr. Fitz-Gerald for having driven ſo diſ- 
honeſt, unfair, and perfidious a  deep-player 
from the ſociety and ene of all real Gem 
demen. 


The ſcoundrel had ſhame enougb, juſt to 
pauſe one moment, but having recollected 
there was no real danger actually preſent, made 
anſwer, © that be had given the world ſuffi- 
cient proof of his courage, that as to the threats 
of caning, he was perfectly eaſy, adding, that 
he ſhould not throw himſelf into the way of 
danger; but he hoped he ſhould always act 
becoming a gentleman, whenſoever, whereſo- 


ever, and by whomſoever he — be at- 
tacked. 


Captain B——y replied, that to be ſure it 
was very prudent in him, not wantonly to 
throw himſelf into the arms of danger, merely 
for the pleaſure or chance of getting out of it : 
but as he ſuppoſed, from what Walker had 
ſaid 
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ſaid, th at he did not intend to lock himſelf up 
again in his own houſe, he begged he (Walker) 
would be fo indulgent” to tell him, where and 
when Mr, Fitz Gerald might meet him, as it 
were, by accident, that evening, or the next 
morning, or the day following that, or any 


other day in the year. This was a cutting 


irony, and extorted even from the callous 
Walker himſelf, this reply, namely, “ that he 
e would neither fix any time, nor any place, 
te but he ſhould go about his buſineſs, and his 
6 pleaſures as uſual, and that Mr. F itz-Gerald 
te was no ſtranger either to his private haunts, 
& or to his places of public reſort.” 


Satisfied with this anſwer, Captain B==—y 
took leave, and inftantly returned to my houſe, 
in order to give me an accurate detail of the re- 
ſult of his commiſſion. We both concluded, 
that my timorous antagoniſt had been hearten- 
ed-up, and would that evening, or the day fol- 
lowing, at fartheſt, give me an . of 
a ſecond mectinge 


Day after day ; week after 5 5 nay, 
month after month, I went about from place to 
place 
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place, hunting after, and enquiring of every 
_ perſon I met, what was become of Daiſey Walk- 
er? was he in England? was he gone abroad? 
was he alive or dead? and a thouſand other 
ſuch-like phraſes of enquiry, as one generally 
and familiarly aſks the firſt acquaintance one 
meets in the ſtreets. No news, no intelligence, 
no tidings, either good or bad, could be learnt; 
not one of his moſt intimate confederates knew 
where he was, or could anſwer the ſimple queſ- 
tion, whether he was dead or alive. 


However, about two months ago, I was 
taken very ill of a fever, which confined me to 
my bed. Walker had been confined too, not 
indeed to his bed, but carefully fecreted in his 
own houſe, for a period of full fix months, My 
illneſs thus afforded him a fine and fafe oppor - 
tunity of breathing the freſh air once more af 
large ; fo fayourable an occafion was not to be 
loſt ; accordingly remembering the old adage, 


| Poſt eſt occaſio calva, 
he ſeized father time by the fore - lock, and after 


a ſemeſtral, total eclipſe, once more burſt forth 
with freth ſplendor, and was not only pub- 
lickly, but anbly/aingly ſeen at the Pantheon, 

| with 
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with a tremendous long ſword under one arm, 
and the beautiful lady A.- r, under the other. 


Farly next morning I was informed of the 
brilliant, and affectedly non-chalant appearance 
he had made the over- night. I own it nettled 
me to the quick, to hear that my fair coun- 


trywomen, and in particular that a lady of qua- 


lity, ſo tranſcendantly amiable and lovely as 
Lady A-----r is, ſhould publicly ſhew thoſe 
marks of diſtinction to a blaſted cheat, and a 


notorious poltron, which ought to be diſcri- 


minately, and character iſtically reſerved by the 
fair-ſex, as the moſt enviable and glorious re- 
wards for men of known honour, tried courage, 
and celebrated literature, This intelligence, 
however, had one good effect, for it gave a ſud- 
den turn to my illneſs; and finding myſelf able 


to get up, I muffled on my cloaths, and drove 


away immediately to the houſe of this conſum- 
mate ſcoundrel. 


Some how or other he had gotten wind of 
my intended viſit, ſo it is needleſs to ſay that 


he again diſappeared, and from that moment 


to this, nobody knows whether he bath ſhut 
him- 


THE JOCKEY CLUB. 33 


himſelf up as a priſoner in his own houſe, or - 
whether he hath taken another trip to France 
under another fictitious name, 


It hath been reported by hiſtorians of good 
credit, as a fact, that two ſuns were actually 
ſeen at one and the ſame time at Thebes. 
Doubtleſs, this is an extraordinary phœnome- 
non in the natural world, but Daiſey Walker 
ſees determined to make it as great a one in 
the polite world for him 'and me to be ſeen at 
one and the ſame time, either in Hyde Park or 
behind Mountague ——_ or in 1 other =_ 
ot I fot 
8 Thus, gentlemen, I have laid before you a 

true and faithful narrative of my affair with 
Daiſey Walker: I am not conſcious to myſelf 
that I have aught exaggerated, or aught ſet 
down in malice; had I been inclined to have 
opened a vein of ſatyre, I could have magni- 

ſied this little pamphlet into a folio volume 

with this fellow's unfair dealings with other 

perſons: but I have cautiouſly confined my 

remarks to that part of his knaviſh and daſ- 
tardly conduct, which particularly concerns my 
8 * now 
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own, property, my own honour, and my own 
juſtification. To mention fo you either in 
what particular inſtances, and for what particu- 
lar purpoſes this affair hath been miſreprefented, 
muſt neceſſarily appear to you from a compara- 
tive view of thoſe repreſentations, and the true 
ſtatement of facts as they are faithfully fer 
forth in this narrative. For truth is not only 
the index of its own tectitude, but it is the 
ſtrait line, which mathematically proves the 
erookedneſs and obliquity of falſhood. I flat- 
ter myſelf, that my conduct, upon the whole, 
will meet with your approbat ion. If I have 
| erred, it is unwillingly and unintentionally. 
For, from my firſt ſtarting into public life, it 


haas been my conſtant ſtudy to form my cha- 


racter upon the great out- line of TRUE cou - 
RAGE, Which, in my humble opinion, in- 
tues or good qualities, and in particular 
that of moderation, which always liſtens to 
juſtice, equity, and to reaſon. Poets, naturak- 
iſts, and hiſtorians, have deſervedly celebrated 
the lion's couRAGE, but we never hear of 
their ſpeaking one ſingle word of his juſtice, 
his equity, or his reaſon. Hence I conclude, 

4 | it 


„ _. = I 5: 


THE JOCKEY CLUB. 35 
it is in moderation alone, that we can draw the 
diſtinct line between a manly and a brutal cou- 
rage. Appealing then to you, Gentlemen, as 
a © Council of Honour,” I am proud to own, 
that I have formed my character upon the line 
of manly, not of brutal courage. At the ſame 
time I muſt candidly confeſs, that in the ebul- 
lition of youth, when the paſfions are indomi- 
table, and the judgement not ripened into ful 
maturity, it is next to an impofſibility for us 
always to carry into practice, thoſe virtues which 
appear ſo eaſy and beautiful in theory. The laſt 
troubleſome affair we have been engaged in, is 
only the diſciple of the preceding one ; there 1s 


always ſomething till to be learnt, always 


ſomething we could have wiſhed undone, be- 
fore we arrive to any degree of perfection. I 
do not therefore preſume to exculpate myſelf 
for the error I raſhly committed in ftriking- 
Mr. Walker with my cane, BETORE I knew him 
to be a coward, and I ſhould hold myſelf utterly 
inexcuſable, had he not himſelf, in ſome mea- 
ſure, invited the affront; by his previouſly decla- 
ring he ſhould not ſhelter himſelf under the 
wing of the law. The provocation he gave me 
certainly was very great. Two THOUSAND 

| FIVE. 
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FIVE HUNDRED POUNDS ſterling is no trifling 
ſum in itſelf ; and then to be robbed and de- 
frauded of it under the ſpecious pretence and 
falſe colours of his zword of honour, I hope will 
admit of ſome plea for the exceſs I was then 
unguardedly hurried into. Inter bonos bene 
agier, is a maxim we all know; but it is dif- 
ficult to ſay upon all occaſions, how we are to 
act with bad and infamous men; the method 


however, I have pre- determined to take, is 


that of driving this bankrupt of honour, this 
papier-mache poltron from all future intercourſe 


with the polite world; I think it is a duty I 
owe the public as well as myſelf; for if on 


catching a petty-larceny catif in the act of 
picking our pockets, we be authoriſed by the 
common- law cuſtom of this Realm, inſtantly 
to duck the little raſcal over head and ears in 


the firſt horſe-· pond we can find; ſurely, by a 


parity of reaſon, the gigantic raſcal whom we 
have defeated, dexterouſly picking our pockets 
of C. 2 500 deſerves the ſame or a ſimilar mode 


of puniſhment, eſpecially if he will make no 


reſtitution, nor give us any ſatisfaction what- 
ever. However, Gentlemen, I am not fo 


| bigoted to my own opinions; but that | 


all 
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ſhall always pay the higheſt reſpect, and 


moſt deferential ſubmiſſion to your riper 
years, to your ſuperior wiſdom, and to your 
impartial—ARBITRATION, 
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